SCHIZOPHRENIA

DARRYL CUNNINGHAM

SUFFERERS OF SCHIZOPHRENIA DON'T
HAVE MULTIPLE PERSONALITY DISORDER.

SUFFERERS OF SCHZOPHRENIA ARE NO

MORE DANGEROUS THAN ANYONE ELSE.

THEN LOOK IN THE PAPER AND YOU'LL
SEE THAT MOST CRIMES ARE
COMMITTED BY THE SANE.

THE CRIMES COMMITTED BY THE
MENTALLY ILL TEND TO GET
PUBLICITY ALL QUT OF
PROPORTION TQO THER
FREGQUENCY.




WHY IS THIS? IT’S BECAUSE THERE’S MUCH FEAR AND
IGNORANCE IN THE GENERAL POPULATION
ON THE SUBTECT OF SCHIZOPHRENIA.

THESE FEW INCIDENTS MAIKE FOR
EASY AND LAZY NEWS STORIES.

SCHZOPHRENIA IS A BRAIN
DISORDER WHICH CREATES
DISTORTIONS IN PERCEPTIONS
AND THINKING.

THE SUFFERER’S REALITY CAN BE ‘
TWISTED AND DISTORTED IN
RIZARRE WAYS.

| DONT LKE TO GO QUT

MUCH AS PEOPLE READ
MY MIND.




PECPLE KEEFP INSERTING
- HESEI?gﬂhiﬁ“&%ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁm THER THOUGHTS INTO MY MIND,

EVERYTHING | SAY AND DO. WHICH S WHY | WEAR THS HAT.

LOOK AT
WHAT SHE’S
DOING NOW!
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A WHITE VAN FOLLOWS ME PSYCHOTIC SYMPTOMS FOR MEN
AROUND. | SEE IT EVERYWHERE. USUALLY BEGIN IN THEIR LATE
TEENS OR EARLY ADULTHOOD.

AND IN WOMEN, IN THER MORE SUBTLY, THE ILLNESS
MID -TWENTIES TO EARLY THRTIES ALSO EFFECTS MEMORYAND THE
ABILITY TO PLAN AND ORGANISE.




THESE IMPARMENTS OF TEN INTERFERE OR EARN A LIVING.
WITH A SUFFERER'S ABLITY TO

LEAD A NORMAL LIFE. _

THE STRANGENESS OF A SUFFERER’S

EHAVIOUR AND BELIEFS CAN TURN THEM WHEN | BECAME ILL, | FOUND
B 0 s g A ;&l‘"AH‘ THAT MY FRIENDS DRIFTED

AWAY, AND EVEN MY FAMILY

- BECAME REMOTE.

_ THEY WERE DISTURBED BY MY IF 'D HAD CANCER, PEOPLE WOULD
SYMPTOMS AND UNSYMPATHETIC HAVE RALLIED AROUND, BUT
TOWARDS ME. BECAUSE | HAD SCHIZOPHRENIA,
FEW WANTED TO KNOW,




THEN THEY ARE UNLIKELY TO COMMIT
CRIMES AFTER THEY ARE ILL.

THEY WERE
AFRAID.

IF PEOPLE HAVE NO RECORD OF VIOLENCE BEFORE
THEY DEVELOP SYMPTOMS AND ARE NOT
SUBSTANCE ABUSERS,

THERE IT

IS AGAIN!

—

SUFFERERS OF THIS ILLNESS ARE
MORE LIKELY TO BE THE
WVICTIMS OF CRIME THAN

THE PERPETRATORS.

LOOK AT
THAT GUY!

THEY STAND OUT RECAUSE
THEY'VE OF TEN LOST SIGHT
OF THE SOCIAL NORMS




THEY ARE SUBTECT TO
RIDICULE AND HOSTILITY.

THEY ARE VULNERARLE.

THERE WAS A PARTICULAR
PATIENT | REMEMBER.

'A MAN IN HIS EIFTIES, WHO WAS
HALF-STARVED ON ADMISSION
TO THE WARD.

ORIGINALLY A PATIENT ON ONE OF
THE OLD LONG-STAY WARDS, HE'D
BEEN MOVED OUT INTQ THE
COMMUNITY SOME YEARS BEFORE.

WHEN SOCIAL SERVICES CHECKED
UP ON THIS MAN, THEY FOUND
HIM LIVING IN SGQUALOR.

LOCAL YOUTHS HAD INSERTED
THEMSELVES INTO HIS LIFE AND HOME.




USING HIS FLAT TO HANG ‘
OUT IN AND TAKE DRUGS.
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SYRINGES AND BEER CANS
LITTERED THE FLOOR.

THEY’D EVEN TAKEN HIS BENEFIT
BOOK AND TRIED TO CASHIT.

THIS GENTLEMAN STAYED ON
THE WARD FOR SOME WEEKS
UNTIL A RESIDENTIAL HOME
COULD BE FOUND FOR Him.

' NO SINGLE CAUSE OF
SCHIZOPHRENIA HAS
BEEN DISCOVERED.

THE ILLNESS TENDS TO RUN IN FAMILIES,
BUT IT IS THOUGHT THAT GENES
ALONE CANNOT CAUSE THE DISORDER,




INTERACTIONS BETWEEN GENES
AND THE ENVIRONMENT 1S
THOUGHT TO BE NECESSARY FOR

SCHIZOPHRENIA TO DEVELOP. |

MANY ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS
HAVE BEEN SUGGESTED
AS RISK FACTORS.
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EXPOSURE TO VIRUSES OR
MALNUTRITION IN THE WOMB.

SUBTLE BRAIN DAMAGE AT BRTH.
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SOCAL FACTORS SUCH AS
STRESSFUL ENVIRONMENT AL
CONDITIONS.
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IN OTHER WORDS, ALMOST
EVERYTHING IS IMPLICATED IN THE
CAUSES OF SCHIZOPHRENIA

MAKING IT VERY DIFFICULT
TO FOLLOW THE THREAD OF
CAVUSE AND EFFECT.

DO IHAVE TO
TAKE ALL

THE OLD ANTI-PSYCHOTIC
MEDICATIONS, WHICH
MANY STILL USE

CAN CAUSE MUSCLE RIGIDITY,
TREMORS, AND AGITATION,
OBLIGING PEOPLE TO TAKE

TO COUNTER ACT
THESE SIDE-EFFECTS.

THE NEWER ANTI-PSYCHOTICS,
WHICH WERE INTRODUCED IN THE
NINETEEN-NINETIES, WORK WELL FOR

FURTHER DRUGS IN ORDER THOSE WHOSE ILLNESS WAS PREVIOUSLY

TREATMENT RESISTANT.
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BUT THEY DO BRING THER
OWN SIDE-EFFECTS.

MY SEXUAL DRIVE HAS VANISHED.
THANKS FOR THAT.

THE DRUG | USE STIMULATES
APPETITE, WHICH IS WHY I'VE
BALLOONED OUT LIKE THIS.

CLOZAPINE, AN OTHERWISE EXCELLENT
DRUG, CANIN A SMALL PERCENTAGE OF
PEOPLE, REDUCE THE NUMBER OF THE
BODY'S WHITE BLOOD CELLS.
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WHICH CAN COMPROMISE THE IMMUNE

SYSTEM'S ABILITY TO FIGHT INFECTION.

USERS NEED REGULAR BLOOD TESTS
TO ENSURE THEIR WHITE BLOOD
CELL COUNT IS NORMAL.
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EVEN WITH THESE SIDE-EFFECTS, PEOPLE IN THE PAST, THEY'D
WHO SUFFER SCHIZOPHRENIA ARE STILL BE CONSUMED BY
FAR BETTER OFF THAN IF THEY’D BEEN MADNESS, OR FROZEN

LEFT UNTREATED. IN A STATE OF
CATATONIA.

NOW THERE'S A RETTER THE PUZZLE OF BRAIN ILLNESS 1S
CHANCE OF A NORMAL LIFE. BETTER UNDERSTOOD EVERY YEAR.
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HOWEVER, THE GENERAL OUR LIVES ARE DIFFICULT
POPULATION NEEDS TO RBE MORE ENOUGH AS 1T IS.
UNDERSTANDING OF THOSE WHO

SUFFER MENTAL ILLNESS.




